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06 - Introduction

Terrace estate 12 is located in one of the most beautiful areas Curaçao has 

to offer. Right beneath the Tafelberg, it has stunning views in all directions. 

This was also the client’s most important requirement; to use the unique 

location to its fullest effect. 

Through deliberate architecture, certain views are emphasised. The white 

lines frame the surroundings and direct particular attention to the location’s 

most fascinating scenes. The mountainous terrain is also reflected by 

these expressive horizontal lines jutting outwards, imitating the sharp and 

horizontal nature of the Tafelberg. In this way, the design creates a strong 

connection with nature while creating a statement toward the lake. 

By orienting certain functions in a particular way, every function receives a 

unique view. Not only distant but also close-up scenes get special attention. 

Rooms requiring more privacy are situated toward the mountain, but they 

don’t have a less unique view because of this. The direct surroundings can 

be viewed on a smaller scale; one can imagine seeing a salamander scurry 

amidst the cacti. 

fantastic
views
An introduction
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10 - Design brief and site considerations

The assignment was based on an architectural selection with a preliminary round in 

which both firms had to present a concept. After the first presentation, the clients 

awarded us the contract and we started to develop the concept further. The design 

brief had the following information:

- Eye catcher from land and sea

- Modern house for two people with guest rooms for the (grand) kids

- Bold design tha mainly respects the context, but also makes a statement

- Maximum use of the width of the plot and the views

Listed PVE:

- Open living and kitchen with different areas / places to enjoy

- A lot of outdoor space on all sides of the house with a big pool

- Master bedroom on the highest floor with royal bathroom and WIC

- Fully equiped fitness room with a serene atmosphere to work out

- All rooms need to have a view or connection with the surroundings

- Big garage and carport to park cars and have storage close to the kitchen

- Sustainability in different ways, such as watermanagement, solar and cooling

- Royal garden that feels like it is part of the house

design brief 
& SITE
Framing surroundings through architecture



12 - Concept diagram

01 - volume placement

04 - horizontal layering as a 
statement from the waterfront

02 - orientation towards sea   
  and mountain 

05 - Connecting elements such as 
bridges, patio, gardens and roof shapes.

03 - suspended terraces over   
  sloping terrain

06 - final design integrating 
architecture into its surroundings



14 - Location

Terrace Estate, Santa Barbara Plantation, Curaçao | Dutch Caribbean 

  

The location / context is typified by rugged nature with the steep rock face 

as the underlying backdrop, as well as large rock outcroppings that were 

carefully measured and incorporated into the initial concepts. Finally, they 

were given a prominent sight position when entering the property. 

 

The project is located at the highly exclusive and (double) secured resort of 

Santa Barbara Plantation, sub development Seru Boca.

The resort has its own Guidelines and Committee; DRC (Design and Review 

Committee) which checks the plans against the aesthetic and technical 

requirements. The requirements mainly concern maximum building density, 

location, building height, respect for nature and the use of pitched roofs 

where solar panels should not be visible from the road and/or other 

dwellings. These and others are described in the relevant Guideline.

location
Unbeatable views
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20 - Architecture and use of space 

Our main goal in the Caribbean is to make the most out of the indoor - 

outdoor living experience. This house is the perfect example of blending 

spaces inside and outside. The natural flow that breaks any constraint 

feeling. Whether it is in a bathroom or in the kitchen without feeling lost in 

these spaces.

architecture
& use of space
Inside - outside living



basement
22 - Floor plans

ground floor



top view
24 - Top view
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DETAIL 
Designing every detail

In Terrace Estate 12, every detail is meticulously designed. The 

highest point of the pitched roof, which was necessary due to 

building regulations, is placed on top of the central column. 

This centre column is seamlessly incorporated into the window 

framing, thus almost unnoticeable. In this way, every structural 

element is integrated into the design, disappearing into the 

background. The pitched roof almost seems to float on top of 

the window frames, creating remarkable open and airy spaces. 

The wooden strip ceiling was carefully thought out, every 

plank individually drawn, measured, cut and placed in 

its designated spot. This attention to detail can be seen 

throughout the design, both in detailing and execution. 

36 - Architecture 
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- DAVID ADJAYE

“Context is so important, not to mimic, but to 
become part of the place.”

42 - Architecture  
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48 - Appearance

The bold design with the natural elegance of used materials make this 

house blending the surroundings. The house is mainly built with concrete 

and concrete blocks, but finished with natural wood, stone and glass.

Materials

- Concrete

- Concrete blocks

- Steel structures

- Construction wood

- Ceramic rooftiles

- Insulation

- TPO roof finish

- Floor tiles

- Natural flex stones

- Alumium doors and windows

- Accoya ceilings

- Italian marmer counter tops

- Local wood and palapa leaves

appearance
& FINISH
Framing surroundings through architecture



interior 
Blending spaces

The interior of Terrace Estate 12 is catered specifically to its location and 

the client. The kitchen had to be the most important part of the villa and 

is thus placed centrally in the floor plan. Overlooking much of the estate, 

including outside terraces and the swimming pool, it is one of the few 

rooms that have both a view of the water and the mountain. The living 

room is lowered and located on the basement level but is still connected 

with the kitchen through a large void. The 9-meter tall ceiling gives the 

living room a grand and spacious feel, blending spaces together and 

allowing the building to breathe. 

The master bedroom is oriented to the water for exquisite views, while 

the master bathroom is oriented to the mountain for privacy and serenity. 

Here particularly, architecture embraces nature in a unique way, literally 

bringing the Tafelberg inside. By letting in some of the local rocks and 

integrating this into the architecture, residents can fully embrace the 

context and its tranquillity. This same detail is carried through in the 

study area, thus bringing nature into the main space. 

The expressive architectural lines serving as overhangs and terraces 

create interesting outdoor spaces too. In Terrace Estate 12, the interior 

is not merely indoor space, but outdoor space can be used in a similar 

way. By opening up the 10-meter minimal glass sliding doors entirely, 

the line between interior and exterior blurs, blending spaces. Through 

materialisation this line is made even less clear, interior elements continue 

outside and vice versa. Curaçao has a perfect climate for blending indoor 

and outdoor spaces and Terrace Estate 12 takes full advantage of this. 

50 - Appearance
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material 
Reflecting nature

Nature is not only reflected in the overall architecture of 

Terrace Estate, but also through materialisation. Using local 

natural rocks that come from the exact building site in the 

bathroom and study room, the context’s history is always 

present in the building. The wood strip ceiling reflects nature 

in its texture and colour, giving warmth and depth to the 

main space. With white stucco, the expressive architectural 

lines juxtapose these natural materials in order to make 

an architectural statement. Yet, in this statement, the 

horizontality and sharp nature of the Tafelberg are reflected. 

An architect’s interpretation of the natural surroundings.
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74 - Sustainability and innovation

SUSTAINABILITy
& INNOVATION
For the next generations

Sustainable ideas can lead to even more impressive architecture. Clever 

architecture sees nature, not as an obstacle but uses it to its full advantage. 

Not only actively, through new technologies such as integrated solar panel 

roofing or state-of-the-art installations, but also passively. The accentuated 

overhangs are more than just a visual statement. The overhangs block the 

sun from entering the house directly, thus preventing overheating. The open 

and airy architecture also keeps the building cooler, allowing the constant 

Curaçao breeze to ventilate the entire building easily. The large body of 

water cools the air, which is then carried up the mountain to Terrace Estate 

12, where it pushes the warm air further up the mountain, straight through 

the residence.

The estate is equipped with state-of-the-art energy-efficient installations. 

Together with passive cooling by blocking direct sunlight and facilitating a 

refreshing breeze, the residents not only live closely connected with nature 

but also leave a minimal footprint.

The main building material on the island are concrete blocks. They are made 

with stone rubble coming out of outher (demolished) properties. 
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82 - Safety and security

Even this is a mega mansion it has almost none security features beside a 

standard alarm system to protect it from intruders. The house is situated at 

one of the best secured and protected resorts on the island and probably 

in the Caribbean. It is double secured with multiple checkpoints on the way 

to the house. The house is not directly accesable from the water, but even 

there the Santa Barbara Plantation Security has patrol boats securing the 

coastline.

The house has beside the alarm system extra reinforced glass, a panic room 

and services in the panic room to alarm authorities and the local security. All 

other features are basic to comply with the local building code / laws.

In terms of fire protection the house is equipped with a fire detection 

system that alarms the authorities when there is a fire, but also very basic.

SAFETY AND
SECURITY
Peace of mind
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86 - Contact

STATE OF ARCHITECTURE

WWW.STATEOFARCHITECTURE.COM
INFO@STATEOFARCHITECTURE.COM

Netherlands

  Torenallee 45 
  5617 BA, Eindhoven
  Nederland

  Nederland@stateofarchitecture.com

  (+31) (0) 610061200
  (+31) (0) 646217636

curacao

  Caracasbaaiweg 199A 
  Willemstad
  Curacao

  Curacao@stateofarchitecture.com
  
  (+5999) 522 90 00




