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This unique take on a two-family home started with an interesting 

assignment; two clients with teenage children want to live together. The 

challenge: integrating the families while allowing privacy and separation 

simultaneously. Communal living spaces are created where the families 

can meet and interact. In addition designated spaces are created for both 

families, offering a retreat when desired. 

Another challenge are the regulation of the plot. The maximum building 

height is 4 meters, so a tall, two-story building is not permitted. By stacking 

two L-shapes and lowering one into the ground, the building appears to be 

a modest bungalow from the street. But by implementing a large central 

patio, a bold, two-story building is created, which opens up completely to 

the garden. 

Still, the building has a very horizontal orientation, which is emphasized by 

extending the roof and floor. This also creates terraces and walkways where 

the families meet and sit together. The large outside patio is one communal 

space, accommodating a swimming pool, integrated seating and an outdoor 

kitchen. 
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families

04 - Story

Two family units, one design





souterrain ground floor
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DETAIL 
Concept continued down to the last detail

The fusing of two families is brought back in the details. Here, 

the lower level ceiling shoots underneath the upper level, 

all the way through the interior. In doing so, the two levels 

embrace each other, while still being two separate entities. 

This gesture is accentuated by the LED strip, highlighting the 

importance of this line. 

 

The boundaries between interior and exterior blur because 

of this continued line. The covered terrace is an extension of 

the indoor kitchen. The glass sliding doors can be opened up 

entirely, blurring the line between interior and exterior even 

more. 
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- FRANCIS KERE

“Architecture is about people.”
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interior 
Mix of private and social spaces

The contrast between private and social spaces is a unique aspect 

of this design. The interior is designed in a way where both families 

have their private areas. The children have their own entrances, 

lounge area, bedrooms and small kitchen and eating space. These 

spaces, located on the lower level, are exactly equal in size and can 

be used as a comfortable, private refuge. The upper level houses 

the main living space, main kitchen and main dining area. The 12-

seat table and large U-shaped couch allow for the entire family 

to come together and interact. The communal area is extended 

outside in the outdoor dining space and the sunken lounge. A 

stunning infinity pool connects this space to the outdoor bar on 

the other side. The left wing is entirely dedicated to the parents. 

The luxurious master bedroom, with an ensuite bathroom and a 

walk-in closet, has amazing views of the infinity pool and central 

patio. A hybrid space, the private outdoor seating area, acts as a 

physical division between pleasure and work. Two separate offices 

finish the parent wing, allowing complete concentration while still 

being close to each other. 

The patio is central to the design. Every room has its view oriented 

towards this patio, letting it take centre stage. The L-shaped 

volumes wrap around this patio, creating a dedicated wing for 

every function. With a well-thought-out floor plan, all rooms border 

the patio and can be accessed via the hallway behind them. A 

timeless interior layout for a unique home. 

38 - Interior





42 - Visuals



44 - Visuals





48 - Visuals



MATERIAL 
Enhance architectural intention through materialization

The unique architecture is emphasized by its raw materialization. 

Concrete in its purest form is allowed to shine as a steady base, 

creating serenity through simplicity and repetition throughout 

the building. This is contrasted by the natural aesthetic wood 

has, creating balance while continuing the vertical repetition. The 

floors and roof have a smooth concrete finish to keep the material 

usage simple and not overshadow the expressive architecture. 

With thin window frames, views are minimally obstructed and 

plenty of natural daylight can enter. Finally, the building is lit 

with LED lines, highlighting important architectural choices and 

illuminating the architecture evenly.
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